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light, culs heat at
bank headgquarters
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Energy-efficient roofs don't
have to have pta.ntsspmnm
from them to be “green."” They
camn be flat. And they can be
whate,

Juest agk Nate Baum of
Susquehanna Bancshares Inc.,

The company recently had
roof problems at its corporate
headguarters in Litite.

Though the black rub-
b?ﬂﬁymmbimr was hagi-

spund, water was leaking
through seams and flashing
Jjointz, and seeping into the
inzulation

L
Theconventional solution
windtld havve been to tear of f the

ool and replace it.

After doing rescarch and
consulting with a roofing
coniractor in Ephrata, bank-

ing company officials decided
instesd to have the roof coated.
. Last year, the contractor,
T RN T e ke
aﬂﬂ"“‘ E‘;‘ﬂ installed a waterproof, highly-
m“’ ool refective urethane “Geg-
gard™® laver manofactured
ﬂmuﬁm by Republic Powdered Metals,
Bancshares’ M::d_llfm'-a{]l]un.
corparate The bank saved hundreds of
headquarters in thousands of dollars by choos-
Ltz is cool enough ing the coating, according to
for Mate Baum, a Baom, a facility supervisor
facility supervisor Itkept alarge mass u:l‘w:lﬁ:e
at the bank, to put rubber out of landfills, whicl
hhﬁl&dt% amchnrg::;gmnremdmurem
acoept such material,
sawtooth And it received a significant
configuration enerEy-efficiency boost,
allows the white Because the ronf is white in-
roof to bounce light stead of black, it reflects solar
Into the building rays back into the stmosphere
cutting down on the instead of absorbing them, Air
amount of artificial CONCIMIONINE UNits 10 longer
light needed. have towork as hard to cool the
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Roof:
(Coatings
are now
booming

Cortinued from D4
bublcing,

Rool coatings have existed
for decades, said 'll;n%ﬂ%p-
perton, the Bepublic ered
Metals regional sales manager
for the mid-Atbatic and MNew
England states,

Coatings have long been
poprular in places like Florida
and Califiornis, he snid, but
they're now rapidly gaining
ground north of the Mason-
Drizoon line,

Despite the tanking econo-
iy, Clapperton said, RPM has
been adding 20 sales people a
vear, “There's so much oppor
umity in this Misiness.”

A peek at the predominant-
Iv dark, flat surfaces that make
up Lancaster city's roofscape
supgests acres of potentlal,

“There's millions and mil-
lons and millions of square
Feet pnt there that can and
El}P&JM be coated,” Clapperion
el

Miracle in a can?

such buildings as schiools,

mitﬂb’., factorics — and their
& —are big environmental
pleyers,

In this country, according
to the nonprafit United States
Careen Building Counedl, build-
ings of all varieties account for
38 percent of carbon dioscide
emizsions and 70 percent of
elecirical use.

Medther the igures northe
industry trends were lost on
RPM, according to Clapperton.

I 2000, the: 61-yesr-old
company retooled its mamifac-
turing plant o reflect & surge in
the coatings market.

Before that, Clapperton
said, irpditional membranes
made up 65 percent to 70
percent of EPM's business and
coatings about a third, Mow, it's
the other way around,

Geogard debuted in the
k- 1905,

The product meets federal
pollution control standards
because it emits fewer than
50 grams of volatile organic
compounds per liter, Clapper-
bon said.

He added that buildings

Jaf Ruppaathal Snay Moas saing

Reflected lkght fram the roof windows llluminates the Interlor of Susquehanna Bancshares corporata headquartens in Lititz,

ard earn ULS. Green
ncil certification

with
Building
NS,

Creogard is one of three
RPM coating systems ap-
proved by the federal Energy
Star program, according to
Penny Gift, project manager:

The other coatings ae alu-
miinum and acrylic-based.

Roof restoration projects
extend the life of a roof by
flling in sun-induced cracks
and alleviating brittheness, and
meary qualify businesses for tax
credits, Gilt said.

Steve Ballentine, whao
handles sales and technical
wark for Conding, Simpsaon &
Mackes, became a Geogand
CONVert yEars ago.

Applied at 50 square feet
a gallon, he said, “It has more
substance to it than paint,”
which typically goes on at 50
equare feet per gallon.

such product s are not quite
“a miracle in a.can,” however,
acknowledged Ballentine, who
alsoworks with vegetated
green roaofs,

Coatings are typically ap-
plied to commercial roofs, Bal-
lentine said. Genevally, they're
less widespread in colder
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The white surface on the kank’s sawtooth roof ks angled toward each bank of windows,

regiong, where absorption of on a new roof, he sdded, and which was the bank project.
solar heat in the winter might “1's not designed to be under In the summer of 2006, he
be desirable, and most effec- continueus ponding water™ and Baum climbed through
tive inurban envirsnments, But he said coatings are ahatch and toured the entire
winere they can mitigate the tdeal for many vemues, one of G0, 000-square- oot Suscue-
“hesat band”™ elTect.

A coating i8 not necessary

hanna Bancshares rool.

Erected in 1935 and former-
ly used as amill, the building
has an angular profile up top
=g flat area punctuated by
steeply pitched, windowed sec-
tions that jut like sawtceth.

The comparatively low cost
af covering: this distinctive ter-
rain with Geosgard was attrac-
tivee, Baum said. 5o were the
potential energy savings,

The 12-year warranty on the
coating job was the clincher.

“We thought it was a good fit
for our Facility,” Baum sakd,

After work started in fall
2008, the company learmed that
the surface temperature of the
coated portion was 105 degrees
on a warm day, 40 degrees
cooler than the original roof.

And in 2007, the bank
iliscoverad that the reflective
coating was delivering an
added, unexpectod bencfit.

Baum said the Geogard
was houncing so much light
i sh the clerestory win-
dows that workers on the tap
floor no longer needed artificial
il ion on sunny and
partly cloudy days.

This spring, the banking
company installed sensors that
automatically switch ofT the
top-tier bulbs when reflected
sunlight reaches sufficient
intenzity.

“It's o bot of heat kad reduc-
tiom in the interior,” Baum said,
“ancd it's several hundred lights
weer'res telking aboat, not just a
few”

Baum said he was unable to
quantify the energy savings
because the adminstrative
building houses more workers
and equipment than it did at the
siart of the project two years
ago,

However, be said, the ben-
efits are significant enough that
the bank is budgeting money
for coating projects next
viear at some of its 230 branch
offices in Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Maryland and West
Virginia.

RPM's Clapperton calked
the growth potential for
and wall coatings of all kinds
— anl the environmental boon
— st so huge i's unbeliey-
able,

“These kinds of times don't
hurt us as much asothers be-

. cause i your roof's leaking you

harve to dis something about it
Clapperton said |
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